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3 1S ftrange that we cannot bear to hear the Truth, 
if the Fact it felf does not pleafe us; That we fhould 
7 be willing rather ta feel than hear of the Greatnefs 
of oar Enemies. . 

Methinks having the true Pidture of our Adverfary fhould 
be ufeful to inftruc& us in our needful Preparations. The 
French are generally full of Boafts and Rhodomontades, to 
make the World believe them greater than they are; our 
People full of Banter and Lampoon, to make them feem lefs 
than they are. 

Thofe are two Cheats equally hurtful to us; the Firft to 
Tersifie us; the Laft to make us too Eafie, and confequent- 
ly too Secure: ’Tis equally Dangerous for us to be ter- 
rified into Defpair, and Bully’d into more Terror of our 
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which we cannot Reduce. or 
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aneft Adverfary; and it muft pafs with me 
rat Politicks, ee Contemn the Power that is fo far fi 
Mean, that ’tis a Match for half the Worlds. 

On this account, I think my Endeavour to fet them 
true light, muft be a piece of Service to the whole Nation. 
If any fhall pretend to fay, | make them appear too Fo rmi- 
dable, I retttrn, I am too forry the Truth is too Terribl 
to be told; I am forry ’tis too True, that the French 
Power is as great as I have Reprefented it. Rea 

This Paper had never been begun, if-we had not refolv’d — 
to go thorow with every needful Part of Hiltory, and tell 
every needful Truth, whether the Reader will be pleafed — 
or no; for thofe People who don’t like the Truth, we © 
muft be Content they don’t like this Undertaking. 

We might fpend a great deal of Time in Expofing the © 
unhappy Temper of the Englifh, and Exploding the Weak- 
nefs of that common Pra@tice, which fo much prevails, That 
People donot love to believe, nor to hear, the Truth which 
does not pleafe them. But as the Diftemper feems too hard 
to Cure, the Attempt is too fruitlefs for this Work, in 
which, if poffible, we refolve to keep up to the firft De- 
fign. Not to trouble the World with any thing which it~ 
not worth their while to hear. 

We cannot therefore quit the Defign of giving the World 
a true Map of the Greatnefs of the French Power.. Wife 
Men will make a good ufe of it, Knaves may do their 
worft ; and as for Fools “tis m0 Matter what they fay or do 
int his Cafe, or any other... 

Fhe former Paper has view’d them in Germany and in 
Spain, onthe Rhine, on the Danube, and on the Tajo, 

Weare next to-view them in Flanders. Here they plaid with 
the Confederates the Jaft Year, and facrifiz’d the Campaign 
to. their greater Defigns on the Banks of the Danube: 
and as they had. fanght at the little Progrefs the Durch Ar. 
mies could poflibly make, they ftvood and look’d on while 
thefe took a few {mall Towns, as being far fhort of an E- 


quivalent for what they knew they fhould have O r 
to. do in Germany. : seeded tec 
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even in Flanders, they now Talk big, 
ve a more numerous Army 
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ey have always had the Advantage of the Confederates. 


In order to this, they have chang’d their Generals, and the 
_ Marefchal de Villars, a Politick and Enterprizing Man? is join’d 
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there in the room of M. de Boufflers, to fignify to the World, 
that fomething Extraordinary is expected on that Side. 
The French and Flem(h Army on this Side, cannot be fo lin 


_ tle as 120000 Men, if we include tie numerous Garrifons 


which they are obliged to keep in the many ftrong Towns 
which they have to Defend on the Frontiers ; and this is ap- 


| parent in that if we allow accmpetent number of Men for the 


Towns ot Dunkirk, Newport, Ocftend, the Forts about Sluys, 
and Sss Van Ghent, Antwerp, Namure, Charleroy, Dinant, Lux- 
es &c. they cannot bring above 7occo Men into the 
ield. 

Tiat all thefe Towns muft have Continual and Confide- 
rable Garrifons, is kaown to all Men that know any thing of 
their Situation, and abundance of other Places muft have 
fmaller Numbers; from wheace 1 generally reckon, that near 
half the Army, the Foot efpecially, are always obliged to re- 
main tn Garrifoa. 

This is a ftrange Demonftration of the Number and Strength 
of the Freicb Power, and I with the Confederates, who by 
the exact Management of the Dutch, are here in the beft Po- 
fture, do not fuffer by fome fuddain Erruption, before they 
can take the Field, and fo have a Summers Work cut out to 
their Hands betore they begin the Campaign. 

Froin this fide of the World let us View their Sea Prepara- 
tions; thefe we are now told ate to be very Confiderable, 
and the Fremh King has Iffued 18 Millioas of Livers for his 
Marine Service. 

lconfefs ‘my felf loth to enter into our Sea Condud, 
having no Delign to make this Paper a Satyr upon the 
Management of the Engli{!) Fleet ; But wheace is it that we 
being every where Malters of the Sea, are yet not able to 
prevent the Frenh carrying their Arms into the remoteft 
Parts of America ? 

D2 Indeed 
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nore y ere than the Confederates 
open the Campaign before them; Ido not fay I be- = 
_iHeve tl rft, but the laft is likely enough to be true, and-— 
; la ae the general Pra@tice of the French, and by which 
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Indeed I referve this Head to a D | 
make, with Relation to the American Empire of the Spania | 
but I cannot omit it here, that it is a moft unaccountable Er- 
ror in the Conduét of fome People in the World, that either 
French or Spaniards have any manner of Trade in thofe Parts; 
that the Communication between them and Exrope is not = 
wholly Interrupted, and their Commerce entirely De-— 
ftroy’d. | a 

The Reafon why the French are refolv’d to appear with a 
great Fleet this Summer, contrary to the late Practices of that 
Nation, feems to me very plain. : = 

The Conjunétion of the Germans with the Duke of Savey 
in Jtaly, has made it next to impofliole for the French to Re- 
ccrvit their Army in the,A4idaneze otherwife than by Sea, and 
as he fees plainly the Influence the Confederate Fleet had on 
the Jralian Princes, was too Confiderable to be flighted; and 
that had they ftaid any Time in the Mediterranean, it would, 
in all probability, have alter’d the Face of Affairs there; fo 
his having a Royal Navy. in thofe Seas muft be of exceeding 
vfe to him. 

Firft, as it will Continue and Secure the Recruiting his 
Army, which is of the Jaft Confequence. 

Secondly, as it will Awe and Reftrain the petty Princes 
and States of /taly, who they find too wavering in their Refo- 
lutions, from Declaring themfelves in Favour of the Houfe of 
Anftria. 

Thirdly, As it may be a Means to keep the Confederate 
Fleet out of the Afediterranean; fince if the French Unite all 
their Naval Force in the Streights, "tis queftion’d, while the 
Affair of Portugal isin hand, whether we can venture to part 
with Ships enough to Engage a French Fleet of Ships and Gal- 
lies fo large as they now talk of. 

The French may be allow’d to talk of a little more than 
they'lldo, and therefore we will take the Account alittle to 
pieces. 

They tell us they will have in the Levant Six and fifty 
Ships of the Line of Battel, Thirty fix Gallies, Eighteen light 
Frigates, befides Bombs, &c. 

If they have Fifty Men of War and Thirty fix Gallies, we 
muft be above fixty Sail to pretend to go thither; if we do 
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re wy If we fend Sixty Sail to the Streights we muft have Forty Sail 
‘upon the Ocean to Guard the Portagdefe and our-home Trade; 


_ and whether we can do this Time, mult ‘thew. 


In fhort, fuch a Fleet of French in the Mediterranean will] 


_ keep all that part of the World in Awe; the Governours of 


the Spanifh Iflands will be abfolutely Curb’d, the People Sup- 
preft, Naples Secur’d from Revolts, and Sicily from Innova- 
tion, the Grand Duke of Tufcany Byafs’d, the Genosfe Aw’d, 


and the Venetians Ruin’d. 


The French Power at Sea fo near their own Door, has vaft 
Advantage of Ours which is remote; ’tis Dangerous to be 
brought thither, Difficult to be Maintain’d,.and if it fhould 
meet with a Brufh, next to impoflible to be Repair’d. 

Under thefe Advantages the French appear at Sea in the Aée- 
ditgrranean, and if he has thought it worth his while to Dif- 
burfe Eighteea Millions for this Service, he has doubtlefs the 
Profpect of thofe Things in his View, and I wifh I may bein 
at Wrong when I Exprefs my felf Anxious about the Suc- 
cefs. 

But as thefe Sheets have no Concern in the Iffue of thefe 
Matters, fo the prefent Inference is moft exa&ly pointed atthe 
Argument before us; the Greatnefs of the Enemy is too Con- 
fpicous, that has Eighteen Millions of Livers‘at any time ready, 
when his Defigns are fo laid as to make it Needful, that has it 
only to confider what he is to do, and never wanting of the 
Means. 
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of the Town, baving been too long to be included in 
our laft, we proceed to give you a further Accouncofthem 
according to Promife. : 

The Author of the Loudon Poff was the next in Order to 
be Examio’d; and the ,firft Thing Charg’d upon him was, 
That in the Paper of February 15: 1703. -hetellsthe World, 

The Dutch had put fone Forces into Italy to prevent the French = 
from Repasring their Lines in Flanders. 4 

The Club ask’d the Author what Place this J:aly was? He 
told them he did not well know, bet he fuppos’d ’twas a 
Garrifon Town near the Frontiers about Marre, or that fide 
of the Country——. This Anfwer being mark’d down, the 
Clerk read on. . 

Feb. 18. They write from Parma, by way of the Neutral Coune 
ae That the Dutchefs of Burgundy ss very sl of @ great 

é 'y ore, 

This being tranfpos’d to England, ’twas refolv’d by the Soci- 
ety that it appear’d to be fomething like this that follows. 
They write from Tunbridge, by the way of Edinburgh, that the 
Doke OF Ormond was fafe arrived at Dublin. 


a Ee E Proceedings of the Society with the Newfwriters 
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this Author; but upon his humb 
Z ov norance, and promifing the 


Club that he would Dif- 


~ Adjourn’d ; and Reformation bein i 
— Adjc a nation being the End of the Society 
3 ae Ht tae and Difinift upon Parol for fourteen Days 
| oe Poft Boy and his crowd of Originals came next in Ore 
3 Poft Boy Feb. 17. This Claufe appear’d to be Printed 
‘There was a Refolution taken by che Contradiftion of Sevile, cone 


cerning the Affairs of the Weft Indies. 


The Charge ftruck them all Dumb, but Honeft ——- 

_ and He, being a httle Dogmatic, told them, "twas Right 

_ enough; and there was fuch a Council at Sevile, and he'd 

rove it. 

; His Authorities were produc’d, and being Examin’ 
it appear’d he was a little Out; that there ne fach 
thing as the Chamber of the Contra@ation of Sevil; but 
as for ContradiGion it was not to: be found but in him- 
as fo he was Entred in the Book of B———ds, Num- 

52. 

The next Charge upon them was in the fame Paper, where 
the World is told, Courier Arriv’d at Bagnols in France, with 
a Pacquet for the Mayor of the Town. 

Upon this they were ask’d, If they knew there was any 
fuch thing as a Mayor in any Town in France, or any Magi- 
ftrate call’d by that Name? 

Being thus Silenc’d again, they were Noted in the Book of 
Ignorance, Fol. 2: and Order’d the next time, in a like Cafe, 
to fay, To the Principal Magiftrate of the Town, 

The Third Charge againft them was, That the Doke of 
Berwick was pafs’d thro’ Lyons in his way to Bayonne, in 
order to pafs into Sparn. 

As to this they were ask’d, where the Duke began his 
Journey ; this they readily Anfwer’d was from Ver/aslles, where 
he took his leave of the King. 

Then they were ask’d, If Lyons lay in the Road from 
Paris to Bayonne? And they readily Anfwer’d, They fuppos’d 
it might. But being fhown the Maps, that Lyons was if abs 
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to fay; fo they were Necor 1 te | 
neaee tO" 100 Ream of Waft-pa 
two Hours gazing at the next Old \ 
to ftand in the Pillory. Brake ss 
The further Proceedings of the Socie 
nent. - 


Dvertifements are taken in at Reafonable Rates by 7 
Matthews, in Pilkington Courtin Little Britain, 
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THE New Affociation of thofe called Moderate-Church- 
| Men, with Modern Whigs and Fanaticks, to Undermine 
aid Blow-up the prefent Church and Government. Occafion’d 
by alate Pamphle , Entituled, The Danger of Prieft-Craft, &c. 
With a Supplement on Occafion of the New Scorch Presbytc- 
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“3 Part Il. 
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Aad the Proceedings of that Party fince. An Anfwer to 
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both, Gc. Sold by the Bookfellers of London and Weftminjter. 
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